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PORTICO WORKSHOP COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE - Sven Schütte

The workshop dealt with the subjects 'Climate, Salt and Algae' and "Ultralight Building Techniques". As an introducing example the Cologne Mikwe was shown which catastrophic effects of humidity with salt-effloresces, vegetation etc.. Here the results of wrong exposure to light and climate on archaeological sites are frightening. 
The participants contributed that one stands always between Scylla and Charybdis if one considers all factors threatening the subject: on the one hand the demands of the visitors are to be considered on temperature and descriptiveness, on the other hand, the conservatorial conditions which face to those of the visitors often diametrically. There are in this respect problems where to find a middle course which does justice to both claims and guarantees at the same time lasting effects for the preservation of the archaeological site for centuries and future generations. Special subjects were touched, as for example a special lighting which decreases an alga growth, or charges by biological influence.

What concerns the subject of the ultralight construction method, one has to consider here that also the curators stand between Scylla and Charybdis: the convention of Malta forbids any intervention in untouched archaeological sites in some countries. So that it is often even not exactly known what is to be protected, actually, and, on the other hand, the claim of the public stands here in the way to be informed extensively. Often these are political decisions which generate the default, however, the curators should try to bring the claims of the monument possibly in harmony with the demands of the people.

After a very gratifying discussion which was very lively, one can expect that in the second half of the project substantial results will come out for "best practise".




